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Address: Bavarian Alps, Germany
Landscape design: Baumhauer Architekten
Completion: 2010. Size: 25 m?

Client: confidential

This folly is more a work of Land Art than architecture, perforated with large openings and offering
a wealth of spaces where one can simply sit and soak up the view and atmosphere. The structure al-
most gives the impression that it has been taken over and infiltrated by the landscape, boring into it

and taking control, merging a place of safety and relaxation with the impressive wide-reaching spaces
surrounding it.

This privately commissioned pavilion was planned as a dec-
orative and ornamental structure with a degree of flexibility
that would allow it to serve several different purposes. The
structure was designed as a folly of the kind prevalent in
18th-century landscape gardens in England, built to amuse
and entertain but without any clearly defined function.

Niches in the fagade, the rooftop, and the interior, offer a
range of spatial experiences that merge into one another.
The different spaces are cozy and inviting, perfect for relaxing,
exploring and gathering in comfort. The exterior compris-

es planed boards of larch wood, smoothed to contrast the
weathering process. No metal coverings or sockets detract
from the sharp edges and solidity of the wooden structure —

in part to ensure that the aging process will appear complete-
ly homogenous. When it is not in use, the pavilion is closed
with shutters made of highly polished stainless steel.

The folly is well suited to its natural environment, making
good use of wood as a natural material. The large openings
blur the boundaries between inside and outside and also
make the folly appear larger than it is, as it incorporates its
surroundings and simply becomes part of the landscape.
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North-eastern partial view of Folly, embedded into the alpine landscape.

Interior view of the entrance. Floor plan. View from north with opened
stainless steel shutter. Side of Folly from south-west. View out of the win-

dow, the stainless steel shutter folded up to the sides. Credits: Julien Lanoo



